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If enacted, what basic things would CHIPS legislation accomplish?
1. Do away with the adjudicatory options of Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency, and
2. Replace these categories with the umbrella term Child In Need of Protective Services.
· Reports, investigations, prosecutions, and adjudications of what is now known as Child Abuse, Neglect, or Dependency would become reports, investigations, prosecutions, and adjudications of a Child in Need of Protective Services.

What are the policy-based justifications for making those changes?
· Stress that responses to children in need are civil matters, not criminal. 
· Note: CHIPS will not eliminate criminal prosecution of those who harm children.
· Eliminate the option of admitting to “Dependency” when negotiating with adults who have truly brought harm to a child through abuse or neglect.
· Focus on the safety and well-being of children while respecting parental rights and promoting family preservation.
· Promote more statewide consistency when agencies address children’s needs.
· Operate within a fair and equitable procedural framework, compatible with due process and equal protection, when necessary to intervene in family life for safety and welfare of child.
· Emphasize permanency in family structure.

What acts can lead to allegations or findings that a child is in need of protective services?
· Due to one or more acts or omissions of the child’s parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian, the child is (see the proposed statute for specific definitions):
· Physically harmed,
· Sexually harmed,
· Emotionally harmed,
· Harmed by exposure to substance misuse,
· Lacking necessary health care,
· Lacking legally required education,
· Lacking necessary care of supervision, or
· Substantial risk (more than likely) of any of the above.

What would be a PCSA’s role when receiving a report of a child allegedly in need of protective services?
As they do now, PCSAs will receive and screen reports, assess accepted reports, and assign a case to either an alternative or investigative response track.  Under CHIPS, a PCSA is authorized to investigate a report that a child is in need of protective services only when there is reason to believe that any alleged harm or risk of harm to a child resulted from an act or omission by a parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian of the child.  A PCSA may also presume CHIPS when no credible explanation is given for a child’s harm, or that an explanation given is at variance with the nature of the harm.  PCSAs will also retain authority and responsibility to file complaints alleging CHIPS.

How would a Juvenile Court adjudicate allegations of CHIPS?
A court may adjudicate a child “in need of protective services” only when there is clear  and convincing evidence that any alleged harm or risk of harm to a child resulted from an act or omission by a parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian of the child.  A Court may also adjudicate CHIPS when it finds no other credible explanation for harm to a child, or that the explanation given for any harm is at variance with the nature of the harm.
What if a child was harmed by someone who is not the child’s parent?
· A Court can still adjudicate a child as in need of protective services if the harm caused by another person occurred through a parent’s, legal guardian’s, or legal custodian’s
· Consent, direction, coercion, encouragement,
· Negligent failure to prevent the harm,
· Knowing or Negligent placement of the child at substantial risk of the harm, or 
· Placement of the child with a long-term caregiver through a legally recognized mechanism that caused harm or a substantial risk of it.


